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 The Index Translationum - World Bibliography of Translation   
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URL 

  
http://portal.unesco.org/culture/en/ev.php-
URL_ID=7810&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html 

 
Subject  

  
Translations book - Bibliography  

 
Accessibility 

  
Free  

 
Language 

 
Multilingual  

 
Publisher 
 

 
UNESCO 

 
Brief History 
 

 
The Index Translationum printed version was created in 1932. Since 
1979, the editions have been cumulative, that being the year in which 
the "Index Translationum" was finally computerized, thus becoming 
the largest of UNESCO's databases in terms of volume of information.  
It was published online in September, 2008  before that Index 
Translationum was brought out on CD-ROM. 



 
Scope and Coverage 

 
At present the database contains some 2.000.000 bibliographical entries 
for books translated and published in almost 150 countries ranging 
from Albania to Zimbabwe, and covering all subjects: philosophy, 
religion, social sciences, law, education, economy, exact and natural 
sciences, medicine, science and technology, agriculture, management, 
architecture, art, history, sport, biography, literature. The references 
registered before 1979 can be found in the printed editions of the Index 
Translationum, available in all National depository libraries and at the 
UNESCO library in Paris.  Almost 462 302 authors are listed and over 
1 100 languages mentioned here. It is available in three languages: 
English, French and Spanish. 
 

 
Kind of Information 

 
Each bibliographical entry carries the following information: author's 
name, translated title of the work, translator's name, publisher's name, 
year of publication, original language and, often, the original title and 
number of pages. The subject matter is indicated according to the main 
Universal Decimal Classification (UDC) headings. An example is 
given below for clear understanding.  
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1. Main author 
2. Translated language and title 
3. Translator 
4. Place of publication 
5. Publisher name 
6. Year, Page no. detail and edition detail 
7. Original language and title 

 



 
 
Special Features 

 
 FAQ option present here. 

 
 Statistics on published data like Top 50 author, country, translated 

and original language etc. available here. 
 

 Transliteration norms included here. 
 

 Good contact option present here for users. 
 
 

 
Arrangement Pattern 

 
In Index Translationum one can retrieve their information (i.e. 
bibliographic information) of a particular translation work through 
various options like author name wise, original & translated title wise, 
original & translated language wise, country wise, place-publisher-year 
wise etc. Here the search window is given below through screen shot. 
 

 
 
        

 
Remarks 

 
The "Index Translationum" is fully updated each year with at least 100 
000 new references. Index Translationum celebrated its 80th 
anniversary in 2012. Librarians, researchers, publishers, booksellers, 
journalists, translators, students, all consult the "Index Translationum" 
to find out their information. 
 

 
Comparable Tools 

 
 Indian National Bibliography (INB) (http://inbonline.nic.in/) 

 
 The British National Bibliography ( http://bnb.bl.uk/) 

 
 The Russian National Bibliography (Rossiyskaya 



 

 

Natsional’naya Bibliografiya) 
(http://www.bookchamber.ru/content/for_lib/elect_biblio.html) 
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