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First edition was published in 1992 as The Concise Dictionary of Geography. 
The second edition came in 1997 and the third edition came in 2004. The 
fourth edition came in 2009. The fifth edition and current online version 
came in 2015. Print ISBN-13: 9780199680856 and eISBN: 9780191761034. 
 

 
Scope and Coverage 

 
This dictionary contains over 6,400 entries on all aspects of both human 



and physical geography. It includes coverage of cartography, surveying, 
meteorology, climatology, ecology, population, industry, and 
development, as well as up-to-date treatment of fast-changing topics such 
as plate tectonics, remote sensing, geographic information systems, and 
aerial differentiation.  
There is an expanded coverage of economic geography (e.g. neo-
liberalism), recent developments in geopolitics (e.g. 9/11 responses and the 
geographical implications of war on terror), and geography of finance (e.g. 
global production). It also focuses on the increasingly prominent areas of 
globalization and the anti-globalization movement, landscape restoration, 
the digital divide, and issues of governance.  
 

 
 
Kind of Information 

 

The meaning of the terms, definitions and short notes on those terms, are 
available here. See and see also references are also available here. Some terms 
within the meaning of a particular entry are cross referenced. Related terms of a 
particular entry are also given in hyper link form. Some examples are given 
below for clear understanding.  

earthquake  

A sudden and violent movement, or fracture, within the Earth, followed by a resultant 
series of shocks. Earthquakes occur in narrow, continuous belts of activity which 
correspond with plate junctions; see Witter et al. (2003) GSA Bull. 115, 10. The scale of 
the shock of an earthquake is known as the magnitude; the most commonly used scale is 
the Richter scale, while the intensity of an earthquake is measured by the Mercalli scale. 

Earthquake waves are of three basic types: P, primary, push waves travel from the focus 
by the displacement of surrounding particles and are transmitted though solids, liquids, 
and gases; S, secondary or shake waves travel through solids; and L, long or surface 
waves travel on the Earth’s surface. Computers have been used in earthquake wave 
analysis since the 1980s; see Tan et al. (2008) Turkish J. Earth Sci. 17. For earthquake 
prediction, see Brace et al. (1966) J. Geophys. Res. 71, 16 on dilatancy theory; Kuo et al. 
(2006) Ground Water 44, 5 on radon-222; and Chen et al. (2002) Geology 30 on older 
fault scarps. Rhoades et al. (2011) Acta Geophysica 59, 4, 728 investigate the efficiency 
of earthquake forecasting models. (Underlined terms are cross referenced). 

 

wadi  

In a hot desert, a steep-sided, flat-floored valley, very occasionally occupied by an 



 

 

 

intermittent stream. Wadis were probably cut during the rainier pluvials; see Morin et al. 
(2007) Adv. Geosci. 12 on wadis. See also F. El-Baz, ed. (2003). 
 

           
 
 
Special Features 

 

 Links to Gmail, Yahoo mail and various social networking sites like 
Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest, Google plus etc. are available. 
 

 Subject wise arrangement of various Oxford reference tools is available 
in this site. 
 

 If one types a particular term in the search bar the list of books published 
from Oxford, on that specific topic is found. 

 
Arrangement Pattern 

     
Entries are arranged alphabetically. Under an alphabet the entries which 
start with that particular alphabet are also arranged alphabetically. For an 
example mention may be made of magma, magnetic pole reversal , 
magnitude, malapportionment, Malthusianism , mammatus, mandate etc. 
which come under the alphabet “M”. 
 

 
Remarks 

 
It’s a clear, concise, and authoritative information, this A-Z reference work 
is essential for all students and teachers of geography. 
 

 
Comparable Tools 

 
 Geography Dictionary & Glossary for students  

(http://www.itseducation.asia/geography/) 
 

 PhysicalGeography.net  
(http://www.physicalgeography.net/glossary.html) 
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