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Online version of the NBER Digest, containing summaries of selected
NBER Working and research Papers. The NBER's research activities are
mostly identified by 20 research programs on different subjects and 14
working groups. The research programs are: Aging, Asset Pricing, Children,
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The Effects of Excluding Low-Skill Foreign Workers

The 1964 termination of the bracero program, which recruited Mexican guest workers to work on
American farms, had "little measurable effect on the labor market for domestic farm workers." That is
the conclusion of Immigration Restrictions as Active Labor Market Policy: Evidence from the
Mexican Bracero Exclusion (NBER Working Paper No. 23125), by Michael A. Clemens, Ethan G.
Lewis, and Hannah M. Postel.
By bilateral agreement, the bracero (a Spanish term for manual laborer) program allowed Mexicans to
work seasonally on American farms, starting in 1942. At the program's height, nearly half a million
workers came each year, comprising over a third of the Mexicans then working in the United States.
They made up 40 percent of all seasonal farm labor in many states. The 1964 decision to exclude

braceros was made explicitly to raise wages and employment for domestic farm workers. It was
therefore a significant change in labor market policy for domestic workers in the states and industries
that employed the migrant laborers. (Not a complete article, only for example)

— John Laidler
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