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Obama Thinks He Could Have Beaten Trump
December 27, 2016
Frank Fuhrig
Posted with permission from dpa German Press Agency
Washington (dpa) - President Barack Obama, who leaves office January 20, believes he could have
won a third mandate in the White House if not for constitutional term limits, he said in an interview
released Monday.
In a White House interview for an internet podcast with David Axelrod, a CNN political commentator
who managed Obama's campaigns in 2008 and 2012, the president insisted that his left-leaning
policies could have still been successful in the 2016 election.
President-elect Donald Trump fired back on Twitter shortly afterwards rubbishing Obama's claim:
"President Obama said that he thinks he would have won against me. He should say that but I say NO
WAY! - jobs leaving, ISIS, OCare, etc."
The US constitutional limit of two four-year terms prevented the 55-year-old Obama from seeking reelection. Instead, the Democratic Party nominated his former secretary of state, Hillary Clinton, who
narrowly lost in an upset to right-wing populist Donald Trump.
Obama told Axelrod that there was a cultural shift during his presidency, despite the outcome of the
November 8 election.
"The majority does buy into the notion of a one America that is tolerant and diverse and open and full
of energy and dynamism," he said.
"And the problem is, it doesn't always manifest itself in politics, right? You know, I am confident in
this vision because I'm confident that if I had run again and articulated it, I think I could've mobilized a
majority of the American people to rally behind it."
Clinton, a former first lady, "performed wonderfully under really tough circumstances" and suffered a
"double standard ... that meant her flaws were wildly amplified," Obama said
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