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Brief History 
 

 
The Max Planck Encyclopedia of Public International Law (MPEPIL) is an online 
encyclopedia dealing with international law. It is published under the auspices of 
Professor RüdigerWolfrum, Director of the Max Planck Institute for Comparative 
Public Law and International Law. The initiative to compile the MPEPIL began in 
2004 and the online version launched in September 2008. It represents a new 
edition of the Encyclopedia of Public International Law published between 1991 
and 2001 by Rudolf Bernhardt. In February 2012, the print edition was published 
by Oxford University Press. 
 

 
Scope and Coverage 

 
MPEPIL is an updated, comprehensive work covering the essential topics in 
international law. MPEPIL includes numerous new topics in order to capture the 



latest developments in international law. To do justice to the changing nature of 
the law, an increased emphasis has been being placed on the relevance of each 
keyword for contemporary international law. Particular attention has been paid to 
the contextualization of each topic within international law as well as the 
presentation of current trends while maintaining a focus on the 
mainstream/majority view. In order to reach the goal of avoiding a purely 
Eurocentric perspective the assistance of academics and practitioners from various 
legal backgrounds and perspectives was obtained already in the early stages of the 
undertaking. The intention is that MPEPIL is a work that reflects international law 
from a global perspective while taking into account also regional views. 
 

MPEPIL currently contains 1,618 articles. A total of 1,700 articles are 
planned for the site, with four content updates per year. Upon completion, 
the MPEPIL will cover the following overarching subject areas and article 
types: 

 

 
 

 
Kind of Information 

 
The encyclopedia provides a long article on various topics of law and it 
starts with the name of the article and the name of the author along with the 
subject(s) of the article. After this section the main part of the article is 
started with an introduction, descriptions on the topic in various ways. At 
the end of the article, there is a list of bibliographic references. At the left 
side of the web page, there is a content of the article. The content of the 
article includes many hyperlinked words which connects the articles in this 
encyclopedia. The articles are also accessed in pdf format and can be saved 
through personal account in this encyclopedia’s website. The articles can 
also be printed out and user can share the articles through following social 
networking sites: 
 



 
 

As for example, the article named “AAPL v Sri Lanka Case”  

 starts with the name of the title of the article and the name of the 
author, Irmgard Marboe; 

 The article gives the list of subjects on which this article is based 
on. The list includes following subjects: 

 
                    International investment law; 
                   International minimum standard; 
Most-favoured-nation treatment (MFN); 
International Centre for the Settlement of  
Investment Disputes (ICSID); 
BITs (Bilateral Investment Treaties); 
                    Arbitration; 
                    Damages; 
Interest, rate of. 
 

 The main part of the article starts with an introduction, then 
description and then closes with conclusion. 

 
 The article includes following list of bibliographical references. 

 

 
 
 



 

  

 

 

 
Special Features 

 
This encyclopedia includes a hyperlinked list of all of the authors. So one 
can search articles by the name of the author.  
 
The articles in this encyclopedia can be shared by many social net working 
sites. 
 
In this encyclopedia user can narrow his or her search by subject as well as 
by author.  
 

 
Arrangement Pattern 

 
The articles in this encyclopedia, can be viewed or sorted by  
 

 the A-Z, as well as Z-A arrangement of the title of the articles,  
 

 the A-Z, as well as Z-A arrangement of the name of the authors, 
 

 the chronological arrangement of the publication date of the articles 
from old to recent as well as recent to old. 

 
 

 
Remarks 

 
This encyclopedia makes a synthesis of knowledge on the subject law and 
gives essential general information that subject. This subject encyclopedia 
contains informational articles giving general information limited to this 
special field of knowledge or area of interests. 
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 The international encyclopedia of laws 

(https://ielaws.com/) 
 

 Encyclopedia of law and economics 
(http://encyclo.findlaw.com/) 
 

 International encyclopedia of Medical Law 
(http://www.kluwerlawonline.com/toc.php?pubcode=MEDI) 
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