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Brief History 
 

 
The Ministry of Human Resource Development, formerly Ministry of Education 
(until 25 September 1985), is responsible for the development of human resources in 
India. The Ministry is divided into two departments: the Department of School 
Education and Literacy, and the Department of Higher Education, The erstwhile 
Ministry of Education now functions under these two departments, as of 26 
September 1985. 
 



The Ministry is headed by the cabinet-ranked Minister of Human Resources 
Development, a member of the Council of Ministers. 
 

 
 
Scope and Coverage 

 

Currently, the MHRD works through two departments: 

 Department of School Education & Literacy 
 Department of Higher Education 

While the Department of School Education & Literacy is responsible for 
development of school education and literacy in the country, the Department of 
Higher Education takes care of what is one of the largest Higher Education systems 
of the world, just after the United States and China. 

The Dept.of School Education & Literacyhas its eyes set on the “universalization of 
education” and making better citizens out of young brigade. For this, various new 
schemes and initiatives are taken up regularly and recently, those schemes and 
initiatives have also started paying dividends in the form of growing enrolment in 
schools. 

The Dept.of Higher Education, on the other hand, is engaged in bringing world class 
opportunities of higher education and research to the country so that Indian students 
are not finding lacking when facing an international platform. For this, the 
Government has launched joint ventures and signed MoUs to help the Indian student 
benefit from the world opinion. 

 
 
Kind of Information 

 
As stated earlier in the scope, MHRD’s activities have two parts & these two plays a 
crucial role for the betterment of the society. The activities of these two are discussed 
below. 
Department of School Education & Literacy 
 
Bureau School Education & Literacy:The department is divided into six 
bureaus.They are sub-divided to different schemes.  
They are………. 

 Elementary education 
 Secondary education 
 Adult education 
 Vocational Education 
 Teacher education 
 Right to Information 

 
Schemes:Visitors can get information on different types of schemes of Central Govt. 
from here. Such as….. 



 
Elementary Education 

 SarvaShikshaAbhiyan 
 Mid-Day Meal 
 Strengthening of Teachers Training Institute 
 Schemes for Infrastructure Development of Private Aided/Unaided Minority 

Institutes (IDMI) 
 MahilaSamakhya 
 Strengthening for providing quality Education in Madrassas ( SPQEM) 
 

 
 
Department Of Higher Education 
 
The Department of Higher Education, MHRD, is responsible for the overall 
development of the basic infrastructure of Higher Education sector, both in terms of 
policy and planning. Under a planned development process, the Department looks 
after expansion of access and qualitative improvement in the Higher Education, 
through world class Universities, Colleges and other Institutions. 
 
There are several schemes under higher education. Such as… 
 

University and Higher Education 

  RashtriyaUcchatar Shiksha Abhiyan  
  National Research Professorship (NRP) 

 
 
 
 
Bureau Higher Education:The department is divided into eight bureaus, and most of 
the work of the department is handled through over 100 autonomous organisations 
under these bureaus.The bureau of higher education is shown below… 



 

 
 

Apart from that users/visitors can get information on Ministers, SwachhVidyalaya, 
Documents & reports, Statistics & Information on Higher Education, School 
Education and Literacy institutions name & websites. 
 

 
Special Features 

 
 Visitors can get access to multimedia resources like photo, audio etc. 
 Links with India.gov.in, MyVisit, MyGov, Data.gov.in etc. 
 Govt. Tweets, news is highlighted in the page. 
 Links with OSS Monitoring Portal 
 Links with e-pathshala, Udaan etc. 

 
Arrangement Pattern 

 
Category wise 

 
Remarks 

 
In April 2016, Ministry of Human Resource Development published the first list of 
rankings of Indian colleges under National Institutional Ranking Framework. The 
entire ranking exercise involved NBA, All India Council for Technical Education, 
UGC, Thomson Reuters, Elsevier and INFLIBNET (Information &Library Network) 
center. The ranking framework was launched in September 2015. All 122 centrally-
funded institutions - including all central universities, IITs and IIMs - participated in 
the first round of ranking. 
 

 
Comparable Tools 

 
  Government of India Web Directory  (goidirectory.gov.in/) 
 Data.gov.in (https://data.gov.in/) 
 Governments on the WWW (http://www.gksoft.com/govt/) 
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