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Brief History

John Benjamins Publishing Company is an independent, family-owned academic
publisher headquartered in Amsterdam, The Netherlands. This company offers an
academic publishing program in Linguistics, Translation Studies and Terminology,
Psychology, Philosophy, Literary Studies, Art and Art History. The Handbook of
Pragmatics was first published by John Benjamins Publishers in the form of a
bound Manual and eight annual Installments in 1995-2002. From 2003 this

handbook is available in online version. Some of its other online publications are
Handbook of Terminology Online, Handbook of Translation Studies Online,
Bibliography of Pragmatics Online, Translation Studies Bibliography, Bibliography
of Metaphor and Metonymy.
Scope and Coverage

The Handbook of Pragmatics Online places the field of research known as
pragmatics at its center of interest. It consists of topical articles (from anaphora and
bilingualism to codes witching, cohesion, discourse markers, implicitness, mass
media, negation, social institutions, and terms of address) and brief biographies of
eminent scholars (such as Austin, Bühler, Grice, Morris, Sapir). In addition, it
offers an extensive overview of research traditions that belong or have contributed
to pragmatics (from accommodation theory, analytical philosophy and
anthropological linguistics, to cognitive linguistics, construction grammar,
conversation analysis, discourse analysis, literary pragmatics, neurolinguistics,
psycholinguistics, relevance theory, sociolinguistics, speech act theory, and
universal and transcendental pragmatics, to name just a few), of research methods
(from contrastive analysis and corpus analysis to ethnography, experimentation,
logical analysis, statistics, and taxonomy), and of notation systems (from formal
semantics to transcription systems for spoken discourse).

Kind of Information

The Handbook of Pragmatics provides up-to-date information on research in the
field of linguistic pragmatics, conceived as the interdisciplinary (cognitive, social,
and cultural) science of natural language use. The articles of this handbook
disseminate the knowledge about pragmatic aspects of language and stimulates
various fields of application, ranging from language teaching and problems of
intercultural communication to the construction of computer communication
systems and the treatment of patients with language disorders, by making this
knowledge accessible to an interdisciplinary community of scholars approaching
the same general subject area from different points of view and with different
methodologies. All the articles include huge number of references and linked with
related articles in this handbook. The text of this article includes notes.

Special Features
 This handbook is expanded and revised annually.
 It offers reference interlinking through CrossRef DOIs.
 The index available here is analysis-driven: it is not so much based on words
and phrases that occur literally in the contributions to the Handbook; rather,
it provides a conceptual road map with extensive cross-referencing.
 The Handbook of Pragmatics Online incorporates all information from the
Handbook of Pragmatics (Manual & Installments). Future online versions
will add further entries, and will include updates, rewritings and extensive
revisions of already available entries.

Arrangement Pattern

The contents of this handbook are subdivided into headings like General Topics,
Traditions, Linguistic Scholars, Methods, and Notational Systems. Underlying
articles are arranged alphabetically. Although users can browse the articles from
alphabetic list of all articles. At the left pane of the web page, there is an option
namely “Handbook”. By clicking that option, one can find the above hyperlinked
headings. The content of the handbook can be browsed through these options.

Remarks
This electronic reference tool of one of the major fields of language studies is a
continuously updatable source of state-of-the-art information for anyone interested
in language use. The Handbook of Pragmatics Online is variously searchable and
flexible to meet the needs of both beginners and established scholars in the field.
This handbook wants to address any individual with a personal or professional
interest in the problems of language use and communication, such as: linguists,
sociologists, anthropologists, historians, communication specialists, marketing
professionals, journalists, writers, translators and interpreters, literary critics,
medical practitioners, behavior therapists, psychologists, media specialists,
information specialists and many others who have interests in linguistics.
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