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Statistics  - India 
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Brief History 
 

 
The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation came into existence as an 
Independent Ministry on 15.10.1999 after the merger of the Department of Statistics 
and the Department of Programme Implementation. 
 

 
Scope and Coverage 

 
The Ministry has two wings, one relating to Statistics and the other Programme 
Implementation. The Statistics Wing called the National Statistical Office (NSO) 
consists of the Central Statistical Office (CSO), the Computer Centre and the 
National Sample Survey Office (NSSO). The Programme Implementation Wing has 
three Divisions, namely, (i) Twenty Point Programme (ii) Infrastructure Monitoring 
and Project Monitoring and (iii) Member of Parliament Local Area Development 
Scheme. Besides these two wings, there is National Statistical Commission created 
through a Resolution of Government of India (MOSPI). The Ministry attaches 
considerable importance to coverage and quality aspects of statistics released in the 
country. The statistics released are based on administrative sources, surveys and 
censuses conducted by the Centre and State Governments and non-official sources 
and studies. The Ministry’s officials have been associated with international agencies 
on the development of methodologies, particularly in the areas of national accounts, 
informal sector statistics, large-scale sample surveys, conduct of censuses, service 
sector statistics, non-observed economy, social sector statistics, environmental 
statistics and classifications. 
 

 
Kind of Information 

  
It provides information on Members of Parliament Local Area Development Scheme 
(MPLADS). It also gives emphasis on the Results-Framework Documents (RFD). As 
per Government’s instruction, all Ministries / Departments are required to prepare a 
RFD consisting of the priorities set out by the Ministry concerned, corresponding 
success indicators and time bound targets to measure progress in achieving their 
objectives.  
 
Graphical presentations of statistical data are given here. One of such presentations 
are shown below: 

                    



  
Directory of officials are given in tabular format. Generally lists of office of 
ministers, office of secretaries, Central Statistics Office (CSO), National Sample 
Survey Office (NSSO) etc. are found here. An example is given below:   
 

                
 

            
 
Instructions are also provided on how to conduct a survey. The Ministry maintains an 
‘Advance Release Calendar’ for its data categories covered under Special Data 
Dissemination Standards (SDDS), which is disseminated on the Ministry’s website 
as well as on the Dissemination Standards Bulletin Board. The Ministry releases the 
datasets covered under the Real Sector of SDDS through press notes and its web-site 
simultaneously. Brief information are given on important projects like International 
Cooperation and Partnership, Support for Statistical Strengthening (SSS),  
                                                                                                                                                               

 
Special Features 

 

 Different types of reports like technical reports, statistical manual, annual 
report, survey report etc. can be downloaded in PDF format. 

 Visitors can search the website by entering term in the search box. 
 Web pages can be printed directly. 
 Hyperlinks of Indian Statistical Institute, data.gov.in, india.gov.in etc. are 

attached with this website. 
 Font size and theme color of the web pages can be changed. 

 
Arrangement Pattern 

     
     Outcome budgets are arranged in descending chronological order as follows: 
 

                              



 

 
 

Demands for grants are also arranged chronologically: 
 

                              
 

 
Remarks 

 
The Ministry compiles datasets based on current data, after applying standard 
statistical techniques and extensive scrutiny and supervision. It conducts large scale 
all-India sample surveys for creating the database needed for studying the impact of 
specific problems for the benefit of different population groups in diverse socio-
economic areas, such as employment, consumer expenditure, housing conditions and 
environment, literacy levels, health, nutrition, family welfare, etc. The Data Centre of 
the Ministry is operational round the clock i.e. 365x24x7 basis to facilitate the users. 
 

 
Comparable Tools 

 
 Indiastat (http://www.indiastat.com/default.aspx ) 
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