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Brief History 
 

 
The United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), French/Spanish 
acronym ONUDI, is a specialized agency in the United Nations system, 
headquartered in Vienna, Austria.  The origins of the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization (UNIDO) can be traced to a series of studies on a 
programme of rapid industrialization of developing countries that the United Nations 
Secretariat carried out during the early 1950s at the request of the United Nations 
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). It was formed in 1966 and was converted 
in an agency in 1985.  In 2004, UNIDO established the UNIDO Goodwill 
Ambassador programme. In 2009, UNIDO created a new flagship publication, 
Making It: Industry for Development. 
 

 
Scope and Coverage 

 
UNIDO covers information on  the following three interrelated thematic areas: 
 Poverty reduction through productive activities; 
 Trade capacity-building; and 
 Energy and environment. 

UNIDO assists developing countries in the formulation of development, institutional, 
scientific and technological policies and programmes in the field of industrial 
development. It also analyzes trends, disseminates information and coordinates 
activities in their industrial development and provides technical cooperation to 
developing countries for implementing their development plans for sustainable 
industrialization in their public, cooperative and private sectors.  UNIDO promotes 
sustainable patterns of industrial consumption and production to de-link the 
processes of economic growth and environmental degradation. 
 

 
Kind of Information 

  
As of January 2017, 168 States are Members of UNIDO. UNIDO is one of the 
largest providers of trade-related development services, offering focused and neutral 
advice and technical cooperation in the areas of competitiveness, industrial 
modernization and upgrading, compliance with international trade standards, testing 
methods and metrology.  
It provides table on manufacturing composition as shown below: 
 

                   
 
Country-wise output of  different products can be seen in tabular format as shown 
below: 
      



            

  
 
Data of establishments, total employees, wages and salaries, output, value added, 
gross fixed capital formation, female employees of different countries are shown in 
tabular format with related links also.  
 

 
 
UNIDO statistical database prices are given here. The databases can be ordered and 
purchased by filling up a given form. 
The IDSB 2013 ISIC database pertains to the manufacturing sector and contains data 
(Import, Export, Output and Apparent Consumption) at the 4‐digit level of the 
International Standard Industrial Classification of All Economic Activities (ISIC). 
Data is presented by country, industry and year. IDSB covers almost 100 countries 
/areas starting from 1990. 
Two types of graphs exist: a time series presentation and a world map showing data 
of the currently selected data set. In the selection of the left side, all currently 
selected variables, countries and branches/sectors are listed. 
 

 
 



 

 
Data can be tabulated using different dimensions (e.g. years, countries) and filtered 
(e.g. Output of Austria). It is possible to view or download that data. There is also a 
graphical representation of the selected data. Offline applications holding the data 
can be downloaded from stat.unido.org as well. 
 

 
Special Features 

 

 Visitors can access INDSTAT database with advanced search facility. 
 Country wise output can be downloaded. 
 Different topics are discussed in learning centre for the users and FAQs are 

provided also. 
 The publications can be read online and downloaded too. 

 
 
Arrangement Pattern 

     
Year wise metadata can be seen which are arranged chronologically in ascending 
order : 
 

           
  

 
Remarks 

 
The Organization's primary objective is the promotion and acceleration of industrial 
development in developing countries and countries with economies in transition and 
the promotion of international industrial cooperation. It is also a member of the 
United Nations Development Group. It acts as a forum for consultations and 
negotiations directed towards the industrialization of developing countries. 
 

 
Comparable Tools 

 
 United Nations Statistics Division ( https://unstats.un.org/ ) 
  
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